[Pulmonary causes of chest pain].
Chest pain represents one of the most frequent symptoms of pulmonary diseases, in addition to dyspnea and cough. The broad differential diagnostics include the intensely painful but prognostically benign acute pleurisy as well as potentially life-threatening events, such as acute pulmonary embolism or malignant chest diseases. Primary spontaneous pneumothorax is characterized by acute chest pain. Pain associated with a respiratory infection, such as pneumonia rarely poses a difficult diagnostic problem. Painful diseases of the lungs can be differentiated in an initial approach by asking the patient if the pain is related to breathing, which is characteristic of pleuritic chest diseases. Pulmonary hypertension, lung cancer and mesothelioma show more constant pain unrelated to respiratory movements. It is most important to differentiate pain associated with acute exacerbation of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), whereby a possible cardiac comorbidity, such as acute coronary syndrome (ACS) should always be considered.